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ABOUT THE LESSON 

Hey, this English lesson titled Mojito, with the story Variety – the spice of life at 
its heart, is broken down into 2 (learning) episodes with optional extensions 
(“bubbles”). 

You decide which bubble you choose to use.  

If you skip them all bubbles, the core lesson flow still makes perfect sense 😊😊 

 

THE STORY  Read the story (and the story behind the story!) here 
MINIMAL LEVEL  B2  
STUDENTS AGE  adults 
Episode 1 
min. 45 mins 

lexis | grammar 
reading | speaking | writing   

Episode 2 
min. 45 mins 

grammar  
reading | speaking 

LANGUAGE 
POINTS 

Vocabulary related to compliments 
Grammar: 

• 2nd conditional (would/could/might) 
• present habits & routines (present simple, present 

perfect continuous, will + infinitive) 

TOPICS  

 
compliments, good manners, honesty and trust, 
manipulation, habits, pets 
 

PREPARATION 
Download the handout (a separate pdf).  
In this lesson plan, all the handout activities are in a frame. 

 

 

 

  

https://storybarrio.com/2017/06/18/story-variety-the-spice-of-life/
https://storybarrio.com/2017/06/18/story-variety-the-spice-of-life/
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LESSON MAP 

 

EPISODES STEPS FOCUS LESSON STAGES 

 

Episode 2 
(45’+) 

 

 6 | SPEAKING speaking fluency practice 

 5 | GRAMMAR grammar | speaking 
accuracy practice 

grammar input 
story extension 

 4 | STORY 2 reading | speaking 
fluency practice 
story immersion 

 

Episode 1 
(45’+) 

 

 3a | BUBBLE 
GRAMMAR REVIEW 
(optional) 

grammar 
speaking 

practice 
grammar 

consolidation 
story extension 

 3 | STORY 1  
speaking  
writing 
reading   

fluency practice 
story immersion 

 2 | LEXIS lexis 
PTV 

story lead-in 

 1a | BUBBLE 
 LEXIS  
(optional) 

lexis  
speaking   

  practice 
vocabulary input 

story lead-in 

 1 | CHIT-CHAT speaking 
warmer 

story lead-in 
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1 | CHIT-CHAT 

1. Find out how students react to compliments:  
Dictate the sentences.  
Have students complete them and discuss their answers.  PAIRS 
   
 
When someone pays me a compliment, I usually … 

When I pay someone a compliment, I usually expect … 
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1a | LEXIS BUBBLE (optional extension)  

TARGET LEXIS: vocabulary related to compliments 

1. Complete the sentence.  
 

When someone pays me a compliment, I usually …   

 change the subject immediately. 
 openly question the person’s judgment. 
 ask the person if they are trying to butter me up. 
 downplay myself. 
 brush it off politely. 
 feel a bit awkward and bashful. 
 thank for the compliment. 
 feel appreciated. 
 feel grateful. 
 return the compliment. 
 dish out even more compliments. 
 fish for more compliments. 

 
2. Compare your answers. PAIRS 

 
3. (Teacher dictates the phrases below.)  

Divide the phrases into 2 groups: GIVE and TAKE.  
 
 brush off a compliment 
 dish out compliments 
 downplay yourself 
 feel a bit awkward 
 feel a bit bashful 
 feel appreciated 
 feel grateful 
 fish for compliments 
 pay sbd a compliment 
 return a compliment 
 thank for compliments 
 try to butter sbd up 

 
4. Compare your answers. GROUPS 

 
5. Answer: True or false? PAIRS 

True(T) or false(F)? 

• When someone fishes for your compliments, they try to make you say 
something nice to them.  T  F 

• When someone dishes out compliments, their praise is generous. T F 
• If you try to butter someone up, you are unkind to them. T F 
• When you brush off a compliment, you admit that it is true or fair. T F 
• If you feel bashful, you avoid attention. T F 
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6. Use the target lexis to complete one task: A or B. 

 

A. Record a 2-minute podcast, giving advice to foreigners visiting your country. 
Focus on paying and accepting compliments. 
The tile: COMPLIMENTS – HOW TO OFFEND A _________ (your nationality)     

 

B. Record a short voice message for a new employee at your office. Give them 
advice about how to get on with your bosses and co-workers. Focus on 
paying and accepting compliments. 
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2 | LEXIS 

 

1. Read the examples. Work out the meaning. Complete the definitions. 

  

EXAMPLES 

a charmer /ˈtʃɑːmə/ 

 Matt's a little charmer - you'll never meet a more likeable kid. 
 Even at ten years old, he was a real charmer. Be careful! 
 I know I was a naive fool to trust him but he is such a charmer. He totally took me 

in. 

DEFINITIONS 

Complete it, using the words/phrases given. There are 2 extra words/phrases that don’t match the gaps. 

A charmer is someone who: 

• uses their magnetism and charisma to please, __________ or manipulate people, 
often for their own ____________ 

• has __________ that make people ________ them 

 
fear 

ignore 
influence 

like 
negative features 

purposes 
positive qualities 
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EXAMPLES 
 

have everything going for you | have a lot going for you 

 Stop worrying. You have a lot going for you. You’ll get this award. 
 Maya had everything going for her - charm, looks, intelligence, but still she didn’t 

get the job. 
 With his brains and good looks, he certainly has a lot going for him. 

DEFINITIONS 
Complete the definition, using the phrases given (once or twice).  There are 2 extra phrases that don’t match 
the gaps. 

If you have everything going for you, you have _______ that can make 
you _______.   

If you have a lot going for you, you have _______that can make you _______.   

 

all the qualities 
many qualities 

no qualities 
successful 

unsuccessful 
 

 

 
KEY 

A charmer is someone who: 

• uses their magnetism and charisma to please, influence or manipulate people, 
often for their own purposes 

• has positive qualities that make people like them 

 

If you have everything going for you, you have all the qualities that can make 
you successful.   

If you have a lot going for you, you have many qualities that can make 
you successful.   
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3 | STORY 1 

 

Prepare one foldup for each pair. You need 7 horizontal sections:  

- 3 with sentences that students can see from the start (marked with dots) 
- 4 that students will see after they unfold the story (marked with arrows) 
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1. Read the 3-sentence story in the fold-up. Discuss your answers. PAIRS. 

 

STORY (written on the foldup) 

A charmer. 

But all of them seem not to mind. 

He’s got something going for him, hasn’t he? 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS 

• What is the main character like? 
• How is he related to “them”? 
• What is his greatest strength/talent/advantage? 
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2. Unfold-the story. Complete the blanks (marked with arrows) – add one 
sentence next to each arrow to make a story. PAIRS. 
 

 

  

3. Compare your unfolded stories. GROUPS. 
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4. Read the original story.  
 
NB: Teacher may need to clarify: easy on the eye, a one-night stand, a pick-up, to look up to sbd, to go by 
(the name of) _ . 

 

A youngster. A charmer. Easy on the eye. 

A therapist. Looked up to, admired and respected. 

He goes by Mojito. 

One more thing you need to know about him before you make up your mind about the 
guy. 

He takes a new pick-up to bed every single night. 

A serial one-night-stander, that’s who he is. 

He won’t rest till he finds the right one to keep him warm at night. This night. 

But all of them seem not to mind. 

He must be doing something right. 

No protests. 

No jealousy. 

No tearful exchanges. 

He’s got something going for him, hasn’t he? 

 

5. Share your impressions. OPEN CLASS 
 

I. Are you disappointed or positively surprised with Mojito? 
II. How would you end his story? (And why?) 

 
A.   Mojito gets the punishment he deserves. He comes to a bad end. 
B.   Mojito learns his lesson and decides to change his ways. He exceeds 

everyone’s expectations. 
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3a | GRAMMAR REVIEW BUBBLE (optional extension)  

TARGET GRAMMAR: conditional II (would/could/might) 

1. Complete the gaps. Then unfold and check with the key. 

 

1. Imagine these scenarios. Complete the gaps: 

 

• If you (sit) ___next to Mojito during a long-haul flight, what (you/talk) ___ 
about? 

• If you (live) ___next door to Mojito, (you/make) ___good neighbours? 
• If Mojito (be) ___your business partner, (you/make) ___a successful team? 
• If Mojito (be) ___ your son-in-law, what (you/do) ___? 
• If Mojito (be) ___ your greatest enemy, (you/be) ___ in trouble or would he be 

doomed? 

 

KEY 

• If you sat/were sitting next to Mojito on a long-haul flight, what would you 
talk about? 

• If you lived next door to Mojito, would you make good neighbours? 
• If Mojito was/were your business partner, would you make a successful team? 
• If Mojito was/were your son-in-law, what would you do? 
• If Mojito was/were your greatest enemy, would you be in trouble or would he 

be doomed? 

 

 

2. Review the rules behind the 2nd conditional. Answer the questions. PAIRS 
 

• When do we use the structure? 
• How do we form the sentence? 
• What exceptions are worth special attention? 

 
3. Complete the sentences with the right modal verbs. 

 

I. If I were his business partner, I ________ get myself into trouble. 
I would perhaps do it. But … 

II. If I were his business partner, I ________ get him to change his career. 
I would be able to do it. It would be possible for me to do it. 
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KEY 

I. If I were his business partner, I might get myself into trouble. 
I would perhaps do it. But … 

II. If I were his business partner, I could get him to change his career. 
I would be able to do it. It would be possible for me to do it. 

 

4. Use the questions I-V to compare your ideas. PAIRS 
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4 | STORY 2 

 

1 Read the chat script. You have 1 minute to answer the question. 

 

 

 

 

2 Compare ideas. PAIRS 

 

3. Discuss. PAIRS 
Teacher is about to introduce the real Mojito. First comes this 
announcement: 
 
There is one more thing you need to know: Mojito suffers from a condition 
known as neophilia. What do you think it is? 
 

4. Read and answer the questions. 
 
The Bored Panda article about Mojito: https://goo.gl/ysezc1 
 

 

  

https://goo.gl/ysezc1
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I. What is the greatest surprise for you?  
II. What is neophilia? 

  

5. Read again. Discuss answers. PAIRS. 

  

III. Is Mojito male or female? 
IV. How old is Mojito? 
V. How long has Mojito been suffering from neophilia? 

VI. What are the symptoms? 
VII. What is Mojito’s job? 

VIII. What advice does the author give to reduce the neophilia-related expenses? 
 

6. Answer. OPEN CLASS 
 

IX. If you could, would you invite the real Mojito to move in with you? 
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5 | GRAMMAR 

 

1. Put the text aside. Fill in the gaps. 
 

 

A. Mojito (take) _____ a different toy to bed every night.  
B. For 1.5 years now, the pooch (bring) ______toys with her to bed. 
C. She (search) ______the house until she finds whatever she’s looking for. 

 

 

2. Compare with the examples from the text. PAIRS 
 

KEY 

A. Mojito takes a different toy to bed every night.  
B. For 1.5 years now, the pooch has been bringing toys with her to bed. 
C. She will search the house until she finds whatever she’s looking for. 

 

3. Complete the rules about the examples A, B and C. PAIRS 

Circle the right option to complete the rules. 

 

All the sentences A, B and C describe: 

• single events   
• habits, routines, regularly repeated activities 

All the sentences A, B and C refer to: 

• the past     
• the present     
• the future 

 

4. Name the structures. PAIRS. 

KEY  

A. Mojito takes a different toy to bed every night.   
PRESENT SIMPLE 

B. For 1.5 years now, the pooch has been bringing toys with her to bed. 
PRESENT PERFECT CONTINUOUS (have/has + been + ___ing) 

C. She will search the house until she finds whatever she’s looking for. 
WILL + infinitive 
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5. Complete the rules, based on the sentences A, B and C above. 

 

RULES 

• Use _____________ or _____________ to talk about typical behaviour when you 
refer to the present. 

• Use ______________ to talk about repeated activities which started in the recent 
past and are still going on. The typical expressions: for … / since …, a lot 
recently / not much lately / in the last few …. / all this …  

 

 

 

 KEY 

• Use present simple or will+infinitive to talk about typical behaviour when you 
refer to the present. 

!!! INTONATION !!! 

If you put sentence stress on WILL, you criticise someone’s typical behaviour 

She WILL search the house. = She does it regularly. + I don’t think this is a good 
idea.  

 
• Use present perfect continuous to talk about repeated activities which 

started in the recent past and are still going on. The typical expressions: for … / 
since …, a lot recently / not much lately / in the last few …. / all this … 

Examples: 

I have been texting him a lot recently. 

I haven’t been binge-watching much recently. 

I’ve been waking up in the night a lot in the last few months. 
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6 | SPEAKING   

 

Teacher can choose between a FICTION-based and a REALITY-based speaking 
activity. 

 

FICTION 

 

1. Present the scenario. 
2. Give students time to research the topic of petshaming. 
3. Give students 4 different cue cards. 

 

Student A: You are highly critical of your partner’s dog’s antics.  

Student B: You are amused by your own dog’s antics. You think yours is the 
naughtiest of them all.  

Student C: Your dog has started acting weird quite recently. You are puzzled and a 
bit worried.  

Student D: Your dog’s antics are just as amusing as your family’s odd habits. 
Comment on both.  

 

4. Have students use the target grammar in conversation. MINGLE 
5. Collect the craziest ideas. OPEN CLASS 

 

PET SHAMING PARTY 

Imagine you are the owner of a dog whose antics get you mad. 

To collect ideas, browse through the pet-shaming pictures on these sites: 

• dogshaming.com 
• Instagram, using the hashtag #petshaming 

You have been invited to a Petshamers Party. 

Mingle with other pet owners in the room and describe your pooch’s antics, using 
the target grammar.  

Use the instructions on your CUE CARD. 
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REALITY 

1. Take 2 minutes to plan what to say.
2. Get into pairs to have a conversation. PAIRS
3. Report on the similarities and differences you discovered.

Think about your habits: good ones and the ones you want to kick. Consider these 
areas of human activity: 

WORK 

SLEEP 

SPORTS 

DIET 

MONEY 

TRAVEL/TRANSPORT 

FAMILY/FRIENDS 

DOWNTIME 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

2. Get into pairs.

Student A: Start describing your habits, using the target grammar. 
Student B: Listen to find similarities & differences. 

• Whenever you hear about a similar habit, interrupt with Oh really? and describe
your routines.

• Whenever you hear about a different habit, interrupt with Oh, I see.  and
comment on the corresponding habits of your own.

@Student B: If Student A gets too chatty, feel free to interrupt and tell them 
about your habits, focussing on the areas he/she hasn’t mentioned yet. 

Cover image: Patrick Schneider via unsplash.com
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